


he 
p- 


nN, 





CHURCH RECORD. 


“ Go ye into ail the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”"—St, Mark, xvi. 15. 
«And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
ynto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” — 
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INDIAN CIVILIZATION. 

Messrs. Editors—I have perused, with a high degree of sa- 
tisfaction, the account of the proceedings of the Board of the 
Episcopal Missionary Society, as recorded in the first two num- 
bers of the Church Record. It is surely high time for the 
members of our denominatien to unite in the triumphs of the 
cross, by sending ambassadors of peace and salvation among 
those who are ignorant of the momentous concerns of eternity. 
The Christian world appears to be up and doing—anxious to 
redeem the past, and to extend without delay the benign in- 
fluence of the gospel to the remotest corners of the earth. We 
are not the least in numbers, influence, or ability; and therefore 
should not be the last in fulfilling one of the most imperative 
commands of our Lord and Saviour. Why has God been merci- 
ful unto us and blessed us? Why has he caused his face to shine 
upon us?== That his way may be known upon earth, his saving 
health among all nations. How often have we prayed for mercy 
upon all Jews, Turks, infidels and heretics! How often have 
we supplicated that all such as have erred, and are deceived, 
may be brought into the way of truth! Prospects are of the 
most encouraging nature. Missionary exertions within a few 
years have been crowned with wonderful success—labourers 
have sown the word plentifully and faithfully, and God has 
given an increase. 

Do not the aborigines of our country demand peculiar at- 
tention? Do we not owe them a debt that, perhaps, can never 
be repaid? We have taken their lands, and have contaminated 
them by our vices. How few comparatively have been our ef- 
forts to impart to them the benefits of civilization and the bless- 
ings of religion! ‘Thousands have been extirpated by the sword, 
and tens of thousands have been destroyed by our diseases and 
the baneful influence of our example. But let us not dwell upon 
the past. There are yet many tribes within the boundaries of 
the United States: their manners, customs, history, and lan- 
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guage, render them highly interesting, while their peculiar i. 
tuation demands from every friend of humanity the utmost ex. 
ertions to meliorate their condition. 

It must be a source of the deepest regret, that the last Con- 
gress deemed it expedient to abolish the act, that had been in 
existence for several years, to regulate the trade among the In- 
dians and promote their civilization, While peace was greatly 
promoted among different nations through the influence of the 
government agents, establishments of the most promising na- 
ture were made for affording instruction to their children. The 
course pursued by the secretary of war, to whom the chief re- 
gulation of Indian affairs was committed, appears to have been 
exceedingly judicious. Itis well known that that ng4/e (in the 
true Christian sense of the word) people, the Moravians, had 
laboured with indefatigable zeal among some tribes for many 
years; and at a later period, the American Board of Commis- 
sioners at Boston, and the Union Foreign Missionary Society 
of New York, have located mission families among the Chero- 
kees, Choctaws, &c. with every prospect of success. Among 
these establishments, the 10,000 dollars annually appropriated 
to the purposes of civilization, were principally distributed, for 
the various objects of building school-houses, clothing and edu- 
cating the children that were sent to them, &c. When every 
circumstance is considered, I really think, as much success 
crowned the efforts that were made, as could reasonably have 
been expected. Much ignorance of the subject, and very im- 
perfect views, were exhibited on the floor of Congress; and the 
experiment, so honourable to our nation, having just been placed 
in full operation, and most of the difficulties naturally incident 
to a new attempt being nearly surmounted, the whole system 
was abandoned, and the act establishing it was annulled. I 
trust, however, that Christians, far from being discouraged, 
will redouble their efforts, and that the society in our church 
will soon be enabled to send out one or more mission families 
among this high-spirited and interesting, but ignorant, people. 
My enthusiasm has not yet induced me to believe, with the late 
Dr. Boudinot and others, that we shall find on this continent 
the long lost tribes of Israel; but I am confident, nay, I am 
sure, that every exertion to illuminate the dark minds of these 
savages and impart to them the purity and the blessings of social 
order and domestic life, will be crowned with the approbation 
of the Most High. No spirit is so desirable, none so beneficial 
in a Christian, as a spirit for foreign missions. And I doubt 
not but that it will be found that the same holy excitement, 
which induces one individual to devote himself to the heathen, 
will raise up ten faithful labourers for our domestic missions. 

The following letter from one who greatly aided by his exer- 
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tions and advice the establishment of several missionary fami- 
lies, is deserving of serious attention. 


Office of Indian Trade, May 28, 1852. 
(CIRCULAR.) 
To the Corresponding Secretaries of the several Societies in the 
United States for the promotion of Indian Civilization. 

By an act of the recent Congress, the United States trade 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes will have ceased on the 
$d proximo. With the abolition of this system will fall the 
ofice which, for the last six years, I have had the honour to fill, 
and to which I am indebted for the very agreeable relations 
which exist between us, but which are now about to terminate, 
officially at least, for ever. 

It is necessary that I should apprize you of this state of 
things, in order that you may make new arrangements for the 
transmission of your supplies and correspondence to the In- 
dians, and to those who are engaged in the work of their civili- 
zation, as all such facilities, by the agency of this office, are 
now at an end. 

The success which has hitherto attended your efforts in this 
cause of humanity, should, and I trust will, animate your future 
exertions. Conclusions, it is true, have been drawn by some, 
unfavourable to the success of this noble enterprise; whilst 
others, as might have been expected, have attempted to pour 
contempt upon it. But the views which have been taken, and 
the inferences which have been drawn from them, have been 
alike irrelevant. What the Jesuits did a century or two ago is 
one thing, what you are doing now is another—that is, your 
plans and theirs bear scarcely any resemblance to one another, 
and might be considered as contrived for the accomplishment 
of different ends. Scarcely any thing can be recognised in those 
of former times, to liken them to that which is in operation at 
this time. Religious observances and the ceremonies of the 
church are all excellent, and should form part of every system 
for the conversion of the savage into the civilized man and 
Christian; but, they are not sufficient, of themselves, to accom- 
plish this great end, at least in the ordinary course of things. 
Yet those forms, and their outward observances too, were chiet- 
ly, indeed altogether, relied upon by the zealots of former times. 
But to these is now superadded the machinery of practical and 
domestic life, which, whenever and wherever put in motion, in 
connexion with moral instruction, never fails to work out re- 
sults improving alike to the civilized man and the savage. Such 
is the system which is now in operation, and which has already 
(I mean since 1817) demonstrated its complete adaptation ta 
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the great end you have in view. From such as believe Indians 
to be upon a level only with the beasts that perish, and who 
treat them as unworthy of their sympathy, and ridicule all at- 
tempts to introduce them into civilized life, no change of opi- 
nion need be anticipated until they shall become informed. 

My parting advice to you is, to persevere. New difficulties 
may arise, obstacles may multiply, and opposition itself may 
blacken the sky of your prospects—-dut persevere. ’Tis the 
cause of your country in which you are engaged, as well as the 
cause of humanity. Patriotism and kindness here are essen- 
tiallv united. You have every inducement to persevere. The 
experiment, it is true, has been made, and few are now to be 
found prepared to advocate the doctrine that an Indian is neces- 
sarily a savage; but to yield even now, and after the proofs 
which exist to show that /e zs not, might involve all future ef- 
forts. Men are apt to look at things as they see them, without 
stopping to inquire into the causes which operated to make 
them so. The question may be considered, therefore, as not 
yet fully settled. Let this sustain the cause. But there are 
nobler motives. Suffering humanity implores; the destitute are 
crying to you for help; the persecuted demand your protection: 
your country invites, and the lessons of the past admonish. 

Great sacrifices, I am aware, are involved in vour scheme of 
kindness. The enjoyments of social and polished life are to be 
exchanged for the rude and cheerless prospects of a wilderness 
home. Friends and kindred are to be surrendered, and death 
itself is sometimes to be dared, and even met. But the greater 
the difficulties to be overcome, the greater the triumphs of your 
SUCCESS. 

You have my best wishes ; and, be my destiny what it may, 
I shall not cease to cherish for you, and for those whose condi- 
tion you have so generously volunteered your services to meli- 
orate, an ardent solicitude for your success and their welfare. 

Tuomas L. M‘Kenney, S. I. T. 


—— 
JEWS EAGER FOR THE SCRIPTURES. 
Letter from Mr. M‘Caul. 


A further account has been received from Mr. M‘Caul, 
which will be read with interest. 


“‘ Posen, March 22, 1822. 

“* My dear Sir—I shall now proceed to give you some ac- 
count of our proceedings, since Mr. Becker’s of the third of 
March. ‘That described the immense concourse of Jews, that 
stormed our lodging, Saturday the 2d. The following morn- 
ing they again assembled in great numbers, so early as half past 








ans 


‘ho 
pi- 


es 
lay 
the 
the 
en- 
he 


be 


ofs 
ef- 
out 
ake 
not 
are 
are 
on: 


> of 
» be 
ness 
eath 
ate 
our 


nay, 
ndi- 
neli- 


Gaul, 


1822 
p ac- 


rd ot 


that 
norn- 


f past 





CHURCH RECORD. 37 


v 


seven: but we declined giving any tracts, as we did not wish 
that any tumult should take place on the Sabbath. T hey re- 
mained before the house until half past nine: in the evening 
they reassembled, but finding that no books were distributed, 
they went away quietly. Monday morning at eight o’clock, 
they again began to visit us, and Saturday’s scene would have 

been repeated, if the government had not kindly sent to our as- 

sistance a gend’arme. The police director also visited us, and 

gave the necessary directions to preserve order. No more than 

five Jews were permitted to enter at once. We thus continued 

to distribute until twelve o’clock, when the small provision of 
tracts by us, compelled us to desist, in order to preserve some 

for the following days. The number of tracts distributed 

amounted to 183, that of T&staments to 24. The following 
day crowds of Jews came again, and so the whole week, so that 

our stock was soon exhausted. It is remarkable that every Jew, 

without exception, who has visited us since our arrival, asked for 

the New Testament. We had but 30 with us, these we lent; 11 

have been brought back, and again lent to others; in addition to 

our own, we procured a dozen of German Testaments from the 

Bible Society, which we have also lent. Three young men, 
who had borrowed New Testaments from us, returned them, 
declaring their belief of the truth therein contained, but not 
yet strong enough to renounce all for Christ’s sake. These and 
many other examples, show how good is Dr. Pinkerton’s ad- 
vice, not to look for individual conversions, but quietly to sow 
the seed where we have opportunity.--Now is only seed time, 
and it would be premature to look for that fruit that can only 
be had in the great harvest. ‘The want of books did not at all 
prevent the Jews from visiting us: almost every day many have 
come to converse upon the Christian religion, and the only bit- 
ter spirits that we have seen, were some Jews who have been 
in England. One middle aged man remained here, one morn- 
ing, for near three hours, reading with Becker Mr. Simeon’s 
‘Gospel contained in the Old Testament,’ and hearing his re- 
marks. I was in the mean time occupied with several others, 
discussing various prophecies relating to the Messiah, espe- 
cially Hosea iii. 5. One young man, when he heard me re- 
mark, that we only sought those things which we were not in 
possession of, exclaimed with great earnestness, ‘I will go and 
seek the Lord my God, that I may find him.’ Amongst the 
many persons who came to converse with us, were two several 
parties, the one consisting of five, the other of four old Jews, 
particularly astonished us. They did not come for tracts, as 
they themselves told us, but to discourse with us, if we permit- 
ted them ; each party remained about an hour, and heard us 
with the utmost attention, and without the least contradiction : 
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what they had to object, which was very little, they delivered 
with a mildness and meekness of spirit which gratified us ex. 
ceedingly. ‘The spirit of inquiry has also seized some of the 
young men who study with the Rabbi. They assemble in the 
house of a certain teacher, at night, to read the New Testa- 
ment, and to examine the proofs advanced for the truth of 
Christianity. We have distributed 413 tracts which we brought 
from Warsaw, about 130 cards, and have lent New Testaments 
successively to more than fifty persons. We have, in addition, 
distributed 120 tracts and six Testaments, being part of a sup- 
ply received from Sir G. Rose; amongst the applicants of the 
latter, was a messenger from the head rabbi at Kempen, a fa- 
mous Jewish town, twenty-two German miles distant. The 
under rabbi came himself for one. The rabbi from Brom- 
berg also sent to us, but we had not one at the time. Last 
week Becker made a small tour to visit several towns in the 
neighbourhood of Posen; he will send the particulars the next 
post day. During his absence, I was not allowed to be idle, 
as (two days) after he set out, I had more than seventy Jews 
to visitme. I had also conferences with pious Christians, who 
expressed a wish to establish a society here. Monday evening, 
D. V. will be the first regular meeting, when all things will be 
officially arranged; so that by the next post, we hope to send 
you a full account of the Posen Society for promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jews. JI am yours, &c. 

“ A, M‘Caut.” 
London Fewish Expositor.| 


re 
THE CHURCH IN VIRGINIA. 


At an early period the Church of England was established 
by law. Notwithstanding the laudable efforts of the colonists 
to procure a succession of able and faithful men by the endow- 
ment of a college for their education in the country, most of 
the clergy were Europeans. Of these, some were men of high 
qualifications and most exemplary zeal, and others were mere 
adventurers, who sought admission into the church as a decent 
way of making a living. Their unworthy conduct brought re- 
ligion into contempt, and the church into discredit. At the 
commencement of the revolution, the establishment was over- 
thrown. At this time, there was in possession of the church, 
property to the value of nearly four hundred thousand dollars, 
consisting of glebe lands and houses. In consequence of petl- 
tions presented from year to year to the legislature by the Bap- 
tist society, an act was passed in 1802, authorizing the sale of 
this property. The money arising from this sale, which at 
times even included the sacramental vessels, was appropriated 
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--not to purposes of moral and intellectual improvement~-but 
to the temporary diminution of the county and parish levies! 
The present situation of the Church in Virginia, and her de- 
lightful prospects, are well known. May she soon gain by pu- 
rity and zeal the ascendancy which the secular arm once be- 
stowed. I have before me a manuscript list of the parishes 
and incumbents in Virginia in 1775, from which it appears, 
there were, at that period, 95 parishes, 164 churches, and 91 
clergymen. One parish (Aimherst) contained 5 churches; se- 
ven contained 4; thirteen contained 3; and eighteen contained 
2, The license of the Rev. Hanwick Dunbar, incumbent of St. 
Stephen’s parish, in King and Queen county, was dated A. D 
1725. 
a 
It is said that $1,575,000, were raised in England in 1819 for 
the Bible societies, Missionary societies, and Society for propa- 
gating Christian Knowledge. 
ee 


The present intercourse between Christian and uncivilized 
countries is a contrast to what it was in * olden time.” Then 
we offered ardent spirits, now we present pious books. 


i 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
VIRGINIA. 


Extract from Bishop Moore’s Pastoral Address, delivered 
May 16, 1822. 


“ The liberal subscription to our Theological School furnishes 
us with an undeniable evidence of the good will of the commu- 
nity, and the present council of the church proves to a demon- 
stration, that the representation I have made is correct. In 
1814, the convention of this diocese contained the names of only 
seven clergymen, while the assembly I am now addressing in- 
cludes in its number twenty-three ministers of the gospel. 

“ At the close of the last convention in Norfolk, I crossed 
the bay to the eastern shore of this state, and preached in three 
places in the county of Northampton, and also in three places 
in the county of Accomac. In Accomac I consecrated to the 
service of Almighty God a large and elegant church, and ad- 
ministered the holy rite of confirmation. In the month ot 
July I went to the city of Williamsburgh, in company with the 
Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft, in which place we were joined by the 
Rev. Mr. Low of Norfolk, both of which gentlemen officiated 
in the church; but my own labours were arrested by the unfa- 
vourable state of the weather. In the month of August I left 
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Richmond, on my way to the upper country; visited Alexa 
dria, preached in both churches, ordained four deacons, and 
administered the Lord’s Supper. 

“ From Alexandria I went to Leesburgh, at which place | 
preached to a large, attentive, and deeply impressed auditory, 
I then passed on to Charlestown, in Jefferson county, at which 
place I also preached, Leaving Charlestown, I hastened to 
Shepherdstown in the same county, and there 4 also officiated, 
From Shepherdstown, I went to the chapel at the North Moun- 
tain, where I preached to a large congregation. From the North 
Mountain, I proceeded in company with the Rey. Mr. Lippit 
to Martinsburgh, at which place I preached twice on the Sab- 
bath to large and attentive congregations, and administered the 
rite of confirmation. I then passed on to the church at Mill 
Creek, in which place, notwithstanding the weather was very 
rainy, I preached to a devout and respectable congregation. 
From Mill Creek I went to Winchester, where I also officiated, 
and was assisted in the service by the Rev. Mr. Meade. 

“The county of Hampshire formed the next object of my 
attention, in which district I preached in three different places. 
In Hampshire, brethren! but two or three years since, we had 
not a single place of worship belonging to our communion: 
through the laborious efforts, however, of the Rev. Norman 
Nash, there are now two respectable churches.” 


The Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held a confirmation at Flush- 
ing (Long Island), last Sunday morning. On this occasion 
morning service was performed by the Rev. Mr. Thorne, and 
a most able and eloquent sermon preached by the Bishop, who 
administered the rite of confirmation to sixty-five persons.-- 
Monday the Bishop visits Jamaica, for the purpose of conse- 
crating a new church recently built there. [N. Y. Ev. Past. 


We are happy to learn that a number of ladies in Baltimore 
are engaged in making garments for the mission school about 
to be established on the coast of Africa. We indulge the hope 
their example will be imitated. 
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